
Do YOU want to build your interpreting 

skills while working on a ropes course, 
swimming in a pool or singing silly songs? 

Then We want You! 
 

 

 

and 

 

Camping 
 for All 

     
are looking for interpreting interns for our seventh annual Sign 
Language Camp July 19-24, 2015.  The program joins deaf and 
hard of hearing children with their hearing peers for a week of 
sharing of ASL and deaf culture, along with typical camp 
activities.  
 Interns will get LOTS of hands up time and extensive, quality 
supervision.  Our intern manager, Dr. Sabrina Smith, is RID 
certified CI/CT, NIC:Master, and Ed:K-12. 

 
 
If you’re interested in helping at camp, please contact Deb Shapiro of 

Camping for All at camping4all@earthlink.net or 434-806-8835.  

If you’d like to know more about Brethren Woods, check out their 
website at: www.brethrenwoods.org 
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Brethren Woods Sign Language Program 2015  

Program and Participants: 
 The program is held in two of the eight family groups at Brethren Woods- one for 3rd-5th 
graders and one for children who have completed 6th-8th grade.  The family groups consist of 
about 12 children (half girls, half boys) and two to three staff members. We aim to have about 4 
deaf or hard of hearing children per group.  Camper participants are required to have 
sufficient communication skills (in Sign Language or English) to follow directions and express 
their needs in case of emergency or illness.  In addition, they need to be physically capable of 
and interested in participating in the entire camp program.  

Family groups are staffed by Brethren Woods summer staff members or volunteers who 
are interested in working with deaf or hard of hearing children.  Interpreting interns live with 
these groups and we plan to have one fluent signer with in each group as well. 
 Campers in the program learn Sign Language through daily lessons and in informal 
learning opportunities throughout the day.  Campers also participate in standard camp activities 
like swimming and arts and crafts.  Since this camp is sponsored by the Church of the Brethren, 
campers are involved in Bible study and devotional and worship times as well. 
 The entire camp participates in the program as sign is taught at all camp activities such 
as meals and Morning Watch.  We also bring in deaf adults to share with the camp and do some 
silent activities to help children understand the barriers faced by deaf people. 

The camp has embraced this program and campers and staff from all over camp 
constantly ask signers “How do you sign _____?” 

The Site: 
 Brethren Woods is north east of Harrisonburg, VA.  It is a typical camp setting with 
gravel paths and lots of trees.  The family group for younger children lives in cabins with 
electricity and bunk beds. They are centrally located and use the toilets and showers in the main 
bath house.  The older children live in hogans which have platform beds and no electricity. They 
are further from the main camp area and have a latrine in their living area.  

What interns should expect: 
 The program has a nationally certified interpreter who provides supervision for interns. 
Interns will have the opportunity to be evaluated while they are working. Not only will they get 
instant feedback, but they will also receive an evaluation at the end of the week that focuses on 
their interpreting product.   

 Two or more interpreters will work with each family group.   
  Interpreting interns will work hours similar to summer staff, from the time children rise, 
around 6:30 or 7 am until they head to bed around 10. Interns will provide overnight coverage in 
the family groups as well.  Depending on enrollment and camper needs, they will either live with 
the family group or spend some of the nights there.  Interns will be interpreting social 
interactions, and instructions for activities and half of Bible study as they are able. They may be 
asked to help interpret some activities for the entire camp.  They will have two hours off each 
day, which will be determined by coverage needs. 
 The program pace is hectic and you will be tired by the end of the week. However, you 
will also feel inspired, have lots of fun, and have one of the most amazing interpreting 
experiences of your life! 
 
   

 


